
Global food security: 
pool collective 
intelligence 

Earlier this year, our institutions 
issued the Montpellier 
Statement on possible strategies 
and avenues for accelerating the 
transformation to sustainability 
of local and global food systems 
(see go.nature.com/3upcsxt). 
This transformation has 
become increasingly urgent in 
light of rising food insecurity, 
climate change, environmental 
degradation, emerging diseases 
and social and economic 
disparities (see go.nature.
com/3pyd32i).

To address the interconnected 
challenges of ‘feed, protect and 
care’, academic communities 
must radically change how 
they operate. They must create 
conditions for continuous 
and interactive dialogue 
across regions, sectors and 
scales, between scientists, 
policymakers and society at 
large. 

However, it is hard for 
different expert panels to 
cooperate, because each 
comes with its own history, 
legitimacy, mandate, 
scientific communities and 
working modalities (see 
go.nature.com/3fqdxuu). And 
policymakers and scientists 
must learn to improve their 
communication to resolve 
their disagreements and build 
strategies for action (see 
go.nature.com/3fxjkqi).

Global expert panels designed 
to overcome uncertainty and 
polarized debates are invited 
to work together to fortify the 
interfaces of science, policy and 
society, and to build collective 
intelligence towards addressing 
food-related global challenges.
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To address 
racism, embed 
accountability across 
the research cycle
To address systemic racism and 
correct power imbalances in 
science (M. Nobles et al. Nature 
606, 225–227; 2022), deliberate 
actions are needed around 
accountability. This is key when 
researchers from high-income 
countries work with local 
communities in lower-income 
nations — for example, in global 
public health or conservation. It 
is also crucial in work involving 
vulnerable or under-served 
communities in any nation.

Accountability needs to 
span the whole research cycle 
to ensure that the results are 
relevant to the communities 
studied and that knowledge 
is translated effectively. 
Researchers should strive 
for meaningful community 
engagement throughout the 
project design, implementation 
and interpretation.

We call on funders of 
biomedical and health 
research to require — as the US 
National Institutes of Health 
has for some types of work 
(see, for example, go.nature.
com/3frsjfm) — researchers who 
collect data from communities 
to share their findings with 
those communities. Such 
requirements enhance 
participation and relevance, 
and promote local scholarship, 
shared learning and local 
ownership. These are important 
steps in the journey towards 
equity, diversity and inclusion.
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In praise of 
policy initiatives 
at professional 
societies
I agree that academics have 
few incentives to engage with 
policymaking (see D. Murdick 
Nature 611, 205; 2022). In my 
experience, one important way 
for research to inform policy 
is through policy initiatives at 
professional societies. 

When I was head of science 
policy at London’s Institute of 
Biology (now the Royal Society 
of Biology), we compiled 
reports for policymakers — for 
example, on the potential 
of biofuels and on concerns 
about antibiotic resistance. 
The former ultimately 
helped to change European 
biofuels policy. It came out 
of a workshop of specialist 
agricultural biologists and 
allied stakeholders. The results 
fed into several consultations 
with parliamentarians and 
government departments. 
The antibiotics initiative arose 
from a two-day symposium 
with biomedical learned 
societies and clinician 
stakeholders. The results went 
before parliamentarians and 
stakeholders in health and the 
pharmaceuticals industry.

Scientists can monitor what 
their disciplinary societies 
are doing and then submit 
evidence to policymakers and 
stakeholders. Better still, if 
at some stage in their career 
they have the time to serve on 
societies’ policy committees, 
they can help to set the agendas 
for such work and obtain a 
deeper insight into the nuts and 
bolts of lobbying.
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Boost funds to make 
museum specimens 
available to all  

Many of the most extensive 
museum collections of 
zoological specimens are in 
wealthy countries and remain 
inaccessible to researchers in 
less-well-off regions. This is 
ironic, given that biodiversity 
is highest in the tropics and 
often in low- or middle-income 
countries. It is also unethical, 
because many specimens were 
collected as part of colonial 
exploration. These collections 
should be made accessible to all.

One solution often proposed 
is to return specimens to their 
country of origin. Yet centralized 
collections can have advantages 
(for comparative purposes, 
for example). Moreover, scant 
resources could compromise 
the safety of specimens and 
hinder their conservation 
(K. R. Zamudio et al. Science 361, 
1322–1323; 2018).

The most straightforward way 
to make museum collections 
accessible to more people 
is through more and better 
funding. There are too few 
grants for researchers seeking 
to use museum collections, and 
those available are often only 
enough for short visits. Many 
are awarded for applied rather 
than fundamental research, or 
are limited to collaborations 
between research institutes and 
not individuals. When funding 
is offered, it can be hard to find 
out information about it, and 
competition makes it tough to 
secure. 

Museums and other funding 
bodies need to explore more-
creative ways to improve the 
accessibility of their holdings, 
including making potential 
funding more visible and 
accessible. 
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