
A message from the 
past for the future 

In 1993, as part of Nature’s 
series of ‘Hypotheses’ articles, 
astronomer J. Richard Gott III 
proposed that, assuming the 
Copernican principle — no 
observer of the Universe is 
special — a random observer is 
likely to encounter an object 
during the mid-95% window of 
the object’s lifetime. The length 
of time for which something 
has been observable in the past 
is thus a rough measure of how 
long it is likely to be observable 
for in the future (R. J. Gott III 
Nature 363, 315–319; 1993). 

Nearly a year later, a 
correspondent wrote in 
applying Gott’s analysis to 
Gott’s own paper, estimating 
that the appearance of the 
Correspondence implied there 
was a 95% probability that the 
paper would still be being read 
in 30.6 years’ time (G. Hewlett 
Nature 368, 697; 1994). I replied 
that if I had a Correspondence 
published in 30 years’ time, 
in 2024, then following Gott’s 
calculations, this would 
considerably extend the period 
of appreciation of Gott’s work 
( J. Cowie Nature 369, 194; 1994) 
— by more than a millennium, I 
now calculate. 

This is that Correspondence. 
Alas, I shall not be around in 
1,230 years’ time to write again.

Jonathan Cowie Leicestershire, 
UK.

A Bluesky future  
for academic  
social media

You report on the migration of 
many academics from the social-
media platform X, formerly 
Twitter, to its competitor 
Bluesky, following reductions 
in content moderation and the 
proliferation of misinformation 
and abusive content on X (see 
Nature 636, 15–16; 2024). 

Social-media platforms are 
now frequently used to develop 
academic collaborations and 
disseminate research. The 
ability to do this on a platform 
that offers both user control 
and a friendly environment for 
discussion is crucial to open 
scientific discourse. 

Direct links to relevant 
platforms in both research 
journals and research databases 
allow for the easy sharing of 
content. At present, however, 
PubMed, the archive of 
biomedical research papers 
managed by the US National 
Library of Medicine, includes 
a direct link only to Facebook 
and X; the same is true of Nature 
news articles such as that cited 
above. 

Given the exodus of the 
academic community from X 
to Bluesky, we would advocate 
that publishers and database 
managers incorporate direct-
share links to Bluesky, and so 
assist the academic community 
in its shift to a platform more 
suited to scientific discussion.
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Climate change’s 
effects on calendars

Recent court cases underscore 
the role of the law in combating 
climate change. Yet legal 
frameworks often overlook a 
crucial aspect: the protection of 
intangible cultural heritage in 
the face of a changing climate.

The case of China’s system 
of 24 solar terms, an ancient 
agricultural calendar recognized 
by the UN cultural organization 
UNESCO as part of humanity’s 
intangible cultural heritage, 
illustrates this issue. Terms such 
as Li Qiu (Beginning of Autumn) 
and Yu Shui (Rain Water) 
traditionally signal ideal times 
for planting and harvesting, 
but frequent heatwaves and 
unpredictable rainfall mean they 
are increasingly redundant.  

For the rural populations 
that rely on the calendar, this 
isn’t just a loss of practical 
agricultural guidance. It is the 
erosion of a cultural symbol 
deeply embedded in rhythms 
of nature that shape daily 
routines and health practices. 
The disruption of these systems 
highlights how farmers and 
vulnerable communities face 
unjust production challenges, 
economic stress and health risks 
because of climate change, while 
lacking the resources to adapt. 

The protection of intangible 
cultural heritage must be 
integrated into international 
climate-policy frameworks. 
Laws must ensure that 
vulnerable communities receive 
adequate technical and financial 
support to adapt traditional 
practices and preserve these 
invaluable cultural systems.
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A message of peace 
from actually all 
humankind

Rebecca Charbonneau recounts 
some of the sexism that has 
afflicted humanity’s attempts 
to communicate with life 
elsewhere (R. Charbonneau 
Nature 635, 279–281; 2024). She 
mentions in passing that the 
first radio message transmitted 
50 years ago from the Arecibo 
Observatory in Puerto Rico 
listed our species’s height as 
1.75 metres — the height of the 
average US man at the time.

She also documents the 
controversy surrounding 
plaques with images of a human 
couple attached to NASA’s 
Pioneer spacecraft launched 
in 1972 and 1973, in which the 
woman remained passive, 
whereas the man’s hand was 
raised in salutation. NASA at 
least listened. When images 
were encoded on the ‘Golden 
Records’ put aboard the two 
Voyager spacecraft in 1977, the 
woman was waving, with the 
man standing by her side.

By prioritizing inclusivity 
from the outset, we can do 
better. The protective vault 
plate of NASA’s Europa Clipper 
— launched on 14 October on 
a journey towards Europa, 
an ocean-bearing moon of 
Jupiter — is engraved with 
audio waveforms of the word 
for ‘water’ in more than 100 
languages. The linguists leading 
the selection of languages 
and collection of sound files 
were Sheri Wells-Jensen and 
Laura Buszard-Welcher, both 
directors at METI (Messaging 
Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence) 
International, which I lead. 
Through their commitment, half 
of the greetings were in women’s 
voices.

Douglas Vakoch METI 
International, San Francisco, 
California, USA.
dvakoch@meti.org
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